Chapter  VII

LOCARNO LIMITED

WAS back in the House of Commons by the be-
ginning of December but did not take part in a debate
until the day before the session ended. The occasion was a
motion by the Prime Minister to approve the League of
Nation's awards on the vexed question of the Iraq bound-
ary. A debate in the full Parliamentary sense of that word
it was not, because Labour members took the unusual course
of walking out of the House to mark their disapproval of
a resolution on high policy brought forward too late for
proper consideration or the drafting of any amendment.
The Times did not take a charitable view of their action,
claimed that it was carefully planned and was the outcome
of a purely party dilemma. Labour could not vote against
the motion without impairing the League's authority, and
could not vote for it without approving the Government's
'Iraq policy. Actually the position was not quite so straight-
forward: Labour was being asked to approve the 'Iraq reso-
lution under the shadow of a great rebuifF.

The rejection of the Geneva Protocol brought up the
whole question of commitments, and to Labour the Con-
servative Government's very support of the League was
double-minded and half-hearted. For in Eden's absence
there had been tremendous developments. Detailed negotia-
tions had produced the historic Locarno Treaty: a League
within a League had been created. The objective was no
longer to try and cover all possible wars and insure against
the distant future, but to render difficult a particular war
between France and Germany in the next few years. To
the upholders of the Geneva Protocol, Locarno was a great
betrayal. It was an impossible compromise between Col-
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